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1 . Claims 2-6 are objected to because of the following informalities: as noted in the 
previous office action there appears to be a typographical error in the claims. The 
invention appears drawn to a digital to analog converter and the specification recites 
(see specification, pg.1, Ins. 15-20) "This invention relates to digital-to-analog 
converters. More particularly, the invention relates to digital-to-analog converters in 
which a plurality of binary indications representing a value are converted to an analog 
current or an analog voltage." However, the claims (2 and 6) recite "A method of 
operating an analog to digital converter" and then recite " the DAC" which is the 
abbreviation used for a digital to analog converter. Appropriate correction is required. 

2. The allowability of claims 2-5, indicated in the previous office action, has been 
withdrawn in view of newly discovered prior art. The Examiner regrets any 
inconvenience this has caused Applicant. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Berke et al. 
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Berke et al. disclose (fig.2) a method of operating digital to analog converter 

(DAC) comprising: coupling to DAC cells (81,83,85,87,89,91 ,93, and 95) a plurality of 

binary indications that represent a digital value (from image generator 27 and via 

translator 29), the binary indications changing at regular intervals, sampling the values 

(sampling latches 63,65,67,69,71,73,75, and 77) between intervals after the binary 

indications change, and latching (input latches 31,33,35,37,39,41,43, and 45) the cells 

between the intervals. 

Berke et al recites (col. 5,ln.52- col.6, ln.1 ): 

"When the clock signal of FIG. 2(C) changes from a 

logic "1" state to a logic "0" state, latches 31 through 45 will latch therein 

the digital words supplied to the data terminal inputs thereof by computer 

image generator 27. Latches 63 through 77 will then sample for a time period 

of two hundred nanoseconds the digital words latched within latches 31 through 

45, since the clock signal of FIG. 2(D) is in the logic "1" state, thereby 

enabling the first data terminal inputs of the aforementioned latches 63 

through 77. The digital words sampled by latches 63, 65, 67 and 69 are passed 

therethrough to the compatible inputs of digital to analog converters 81 , 83, 

85, and 87, since the clock input of each latch 63, 65, 67, and 69 is in the 

logic "0" state. Digital to analog converters 81 , 83, 85, and 87 will, in 

turn, convert the digital words, which appear at the inputs thereof for two 

hundred nanoseconds, to corresponding analog signals." 

5. Claims 6 will be allowed if amended to overcome the objection noted above. 

6. Claims 3-5 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims, and, the objection noted above. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian Young whose telephone number is 571-272-1816. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rexford Barnie can be reached on 571-272-7492. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). A 
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